THE  PILGRIMAGE  OF  GRACE

I.ANSWER TO THE PETITIONS OF THE TRAITORS ANP REBELS
IN LINCOLNSHIRE

[Oct. 10, 1536,}

First, we begin and make answer to the fourth and sixth
articles, because upon them dependeth much of the rest. Con-
cerning choosing of counsellors, I never have read, heard, nor
known that prince's counsellors and prelates should be appointed
by rude and ignorant common people; nor that they were persons
meet, or of ability, to discern and chose meet and sufficient coun-
sellors for a prince. How presumptuous then are ye, the ruck
commons of one shire, and that one of the most brute and beastly
of the whole realm, and of least experience, to find fault \vith
your Prince for the electing of his counsellors and prelates; awl
to take upon you, contrary to God's law and man's law, to rulf
your Prince, whom ye are bound by all laws to obey and serve*
with both your lives, lands and goods, and for no worldly cause
to withstand: the contrary whereof you, like traitors and reMs,
have attempted, and not like true subjects, as ye name your-
selves.

As to the suppression of religious houses and monasteries we
will that ye, and all our subjects, should well know that this is
granted us by all the nobles, spiritual and temporal, of this our
realm, and by all the Commons of the same, by Act of Parlia-
ment; and not set forth by any counsellor or counsellors, ujxm
their mere will and fantasy, as ye full falsely would persuade mir
realm to believe. And where ye allege that the service of God
is much thereby diminished, the truth thereof is contrary; for
there be no houses suppressed where God was well served, but
where most vice, mischief, and abomination of living was used :
and that doth well appear by their own confessions^ subscribed!
with their own hands, in the time of our visitations. Am! yet
were suffered a great many of them, more than we by the Act
needed, to stand; wherein, if they amend not their living, we
fear we have more to answer for, than the suppression of all
the rest. And as for their hospitality, for the relief of poor
people, we wonder ye be not ashamed to affirm that they have
been a great relief to our people, when a great ^oSJBty. or thtf mmt